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The idea of development has inspired great hopes and produced massive disillusions.
Throughout the twentieth century, the expectation of human betterment based on material
progress guided collectivities and individuals in mega projects designed to overcome
natural constraint and to achieve happiness in the domain of wealth-seeking. In policy
circles, development served as an integral aspect of domestic social engineering and foreign
policy. In the wake of both the failure of development to create either prosperity or human
bliss, the idea has been forcefully challenged and in some instances rejected. Critiques of
the idea of development, however, have failed to dislodge its grip on imagination, statecraft
or policy. Developmental thinking continues to infuse social policy and human anticipation
of a materially transformed world. Can we envision a world without development? What
would be the consequences of a social setting in which development no longer offered the
raison d’étre for state policy or if humans no longer constructed their life-worlds in the
hope that the world around them would generate material wealth and its accompanying
prospect of betterment? Answers to these questions are complex and riddled with paradoxes
and contradictions. This seminar seeks to explore some of the principal social and
psychological implications of a world without development. It also offers an alternative
mapping of the idea of development.



