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In this workshop, the long-term political solutions proposed for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, will be examined. There have been two main approaches for the political future of
Palestine; they are the “Two State Solution” and the “One State Solution”, sometimes referred to as
the Bi-National State. Both ideas were debated at the UN in 1947, and the majority of states,
pressurized by the Western powers, chose the partition of Palestine between the two sides in the
conflict. Israel, set up in 1948, has never agreed to allow a Palestinian state to exist, until the Oslo
negotiations. We all know that the state promised to the Palestinians at Oslo, Washington and Madrid
remains more elusive than ever, with Israel illegally confiscating more and more of Palestine, and
making such a solution all but impossible. The so called peace-process has been totally unequal,
what the Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish called ‘the relationship of a horse and a rider’ hence
unable to produce a just solution for both sides, being directed to reflect only the colonial interests of
Israel. In this session, we will reconsider the two options in the light of current developments, and

the likelihood of a solution in the near future, as referred to in the various films.



