KIRKFESa— )L COE Fu /S5 a7y 7 hoASTFEBEFZREE L
(27927 FOAXFE] BIF— F28[H

FESE DRAE & D¥ERT
Y, a7V 7 b, MY 2 ULEREZH R D OHFE

FEh . o—L VR J e —~AVY—FHEF (v F IR

HE

HEDO LT U~ #BHl, V= /A FRMORBBREEREORBIELAEX D Z &1F, WRIARIZL > THRERWET
HD, WETIEFZ U= 54 FR - DHEFHT 7 —FR A«BXEANS LAIRFIN F T Uv~icmEsd ) 2 L 2T
DRFATHDOEREE SN TVD, ZAbDT Fr—FiE, Bsbaliz THREMICEMATETHD EWOFHEO S &, EHa@
TRV ENVENDECDOIULET NV E A F ANV ZADFERITHDIAEN TN D, FTUTERRL, 2ROV TEL BN
AT 52 L FRBOHMEICL-TEY, HrFThaRE, BRLSNLBETR - 27 e 2 L UGERL TE 7,
IO & OFFIT, BAORR, HV, HEEOBCORBIHET LML, TLTHEADHY FiZk>Tnd, LrLInb
DHEZIIEBN THRV, FAUTFFL LA, & L IIABERRESCEEL HTob L, £ L THARERAORESEE D
DLl DR b O TREE DR « EEI Y AT MMIMEAAENTND, UIEIEL, HARLEMADOLERF I T LAY
NG5, EI0 - 2a /) I—D—>2&0 5%, L LUELEMEFIIRNT, BUai - REH BRI O 7% LT
bOLRVMMESND, Texid, HBNEBENOGTZOTERA RIS L OBELIZERT 5T, fRAEREZFIFEoTH, 202 &
ERHT DIDITF A FN N ADHEMS T 2B A T 2 ik L TS 2 EBBETH D, ORI IH T THEEL
fROT-HODOEESR] RPEETLEIR mE A, £ L TONICRESERNRHESEFICHR TE 20O W THEBETE L9122
DA,
FEETFEAT
AT L~y FNRFIACEMEFBATTR, V=2 — b5 X~ v XL &E R, £ Y A4 —/b, Sir Mortimer B. Davis Jewish General
Hospital ¥ ESE Sk a v vT7— a U — AT ¢ Lo # — BRSO E | B A E S, 57 12, Understanding
Trauma: Integrating Biological, Clinical and Cultural Perspectives (Cambridge University Press, 2007), Healing Traditions: The Mental Health
of Aboriginal Peoples in Canada (University of British Columbia Press, in press), Encountering the Other: The Practice of Cultural

Consultation (Springer SBM, in pre-press).72 £ 238 5,

HEF: 2009%2H23H (H) 16:0020518:00
&3 . RKIRKZABRERER KBSy 32 HEE1 0 6 #= (BmER

HREAF 8- Q__:__;
WA, HEAEEE ORI T, KK E— j

KEEBEATRRETFIERE (K% v 2 32) ~0 R gun
ZZi8 7 7 & A I hitp://www.hus.osaka-u.ac.jp R 01| g
I EE N, ;::ziift:
BEC A b - #es Q

PNITNEINE S YN 2T M PN e -

e-mail: globalra@hus.osaka-u.ac.jp :‘”‘éj;: ﬁcﬁﬁz
#Eqf 06-6879-8085 mam —
_/ *

06-6877-5111 i —

\
_\\\



http://www.hus.osaka-u.ac.jp/
mailto:globalra@hus.osaka-u.ac.jp

Wrestling with the angels of history:
Reflections from Cultural psychiatry on peace, conflict and reconciliation

Professor Laurence J. Kirmayer (McGill University)

Global COE Program, Osaka University
February 23, 2009

Living in the aftermath of severe trauma, torture, genocide or other forms of massive human
rights violations poses profound challenges for any society. In recent years, biological and
psychological approaches to trauma have been offered as a basis for interventions to help people
deal with both individual and collective trauma. These approaches are embedded in particular
cultural models of the self and systems of mental health practice that have been exported
internationally on the assumption that they are universal or can be readily adapted across
cultural contexts. Witnessing, recounting and re-integrating trauma depends on the dynamics of
memory systems but we have recognized for a long time that these are embodied, psychological,
and social processes. Reconciliation after violence depends on individual acts of recognition,
acknowledgement, reparation or restitution and on corresponding changes in the configuration
of the survivor's self and way of being in the world. But these processes of transformation do
not occur in isolation - they are embedded in particular religious/moral systems that valorize
acts of forgiveness and reconciliation or of detachment, equanimity, and compassion and that
provide alternate systems for moral accounting, so that the individual or group does not have to
keep score and exact revenge. Psychiatry is part of one possible moral economy that can provide
a relatively open space for personal and collective transformation but it has at times been
corrupted and co-opted to serve political and economic ends. It is essential to widen the
conversation beyond the mental health disciplines to recognize that in the promotion of mental
health services and psychological languages of trauma we are shaping civil society (as both
precondition and outcome) in the act of confronting histories of violence and their grave impact
on individuals, communities and peoples. This wider conversation, in turn, can help us rethink
the dynamics of truth and reconciliation commissions and related political processes and how
memory practices can contribute to positive social transformation.



