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Alternative Justice in Asia-Pacific and Africa: Perspectives in Law and Anthropology
A Joint Research Project of the Osaka University Global COE Programme, ‘A Research Base for Conflict Studies in the
Humanities’

Special Lecture
From the Amoeba to the Octopus: Socio-legal Analysis of Plural Perspectives

Professor Werner Menski
School of Law, SOAS, University of London

Abstract:

Professor Masaji Chiba suggested in his important writing many years ago that the Japanese way of thinking about law was
amoeba-like, and changed according to scenario and situation-specificity. Professor Chiba's later work on legal pluralism and the
three-level structure of law has proved to be a hugely important catalyst for further thought about socio-legal analysis and plural
perspectives in a global context. It inspired me to develop the triangular model of law (Menski, 2006), which demonstrates
graphically that state law, as Chiba-sensei taught us, has not fully replaced natural laws and socio-legal normative systems, they
continue to interact, indeed harmoniously or conflictingly.

Since 2006, | have been developing my thoughts on this subject further and have added globalisation and international
law/human rights, etc. into the picture as a fourth element of law, so that we now have a structure with four corners rather than
three to represent the legal pluralisms we experience. The amorphous amoeba has changed into atako (kite in South Asian
imagery), which | learnt in Japanese can also mean 'octopus', a 'kite in water'. But is this pluralising of legal perspectives going too
far, since the octopus tends to have so many arms? Do we need to stop with four main elements, or are there more? As we look
around the world, and not just Europe and North America, is it necessary to take account of yet more pluralising inputs, or has the
kite/octopus image grasped the plural legal reality that we are facing wherever we are trying to understand, whether as lawyers or
anthropologists, how people live and manage their relationships to each other and to various institutions and the world around
them? The paper presents the trajectory of conceptual development and analyses with examples how skilful legal kite-flying or
octopus-choreography may be taking place in socio-legal reality.

Date and Place:
5th September 2009
Room 106, East School House, School of Human Sciences, Osaka University

Programme:
13:30-13:40 Opening
13:40-13:50 Introduction

Shin-ichiro Ishida (Osaka University)
13:50-14:50 Lecture

Professor Werner Menski (SOAS, University of London)
14:50-15:05 Coffee break
15:05-15:45 Comments

Shin-ichiro Ishida

Arinori Kawamura (Japan Coast Guard Academy)
15:45-17:30 Open discussion
17:30 Closing
18:00- Welcoming party near the JR Ibaraki station

Chair: Rumi Umino (University of Miyazaki)
Coordinator: Shin-ichiro Ishida  ishida@hus.osaka-u.ac.jp



