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Problematization of
“the Kosovo Problem”

Ryoji Momose
Osaka University

The Kosovo problem has been one of the major controversial
points in the Balkans, especially in former Yugoslav region, since
the 1980s. First of all, the problem has been regarded as debates
on the political/legal status of the Kosovo province in former
Yugoslavia or Republic of Serbia. In other hand, it has referred to
the confronting relationship between Serbs and Albanians, who
both have lived in the province for several centuries.

When we discuss the problem, we tend to consider it has
existed a priori. This presentation will show what has been seen as
problems in “the Kosovo problem”, and some examples of
processes through which the Kosovo problem was problematized.

Ryoji Momose, is a Specially Appointed Assistant Professor at
Research Institute for World Languages (RIWL), Osaka
University. He got his M.A. at Department of Area Studies,
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo.
His research areas are contemporary history of Yugoslavia,
Balkan area studies. His main works in English are following:
“The Formation of Ethnic Communities in Kosovo” (in: Japan and
Serbia: Contemporary Issues), “Dealing with Sexual Violence in the
Yugoslav War: Learning from the Lesson of the Feminist Movement
in Serbia” (in: Forced Ethnic Migrations on the Balkans:
Consequences and Rebuilding of Societies).
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Yugoslav and post-Yugoslav
Literature and Culture

Jasmina Lukié
Central European University

After dismemberment of the common state known as Yugoslavia,
a number of questions regarding its cultural history have
remained open. The violent break of Yugoslavia and terrible wars
that were part if it made it difficult for nowadays researchers to go
back into the past and look at it with an unbiased view; it is only
natural to see whatever happened before the 1990s within the
perspective framed by later events.

In the first part of this lecture | am going back to the times
of so called ‘second Yugoslavia’ to investigate history of
“Yugoslavism’ in the common country and the problems related
with (im)possibility to establish a concept of  “Yugoslav
literature’ or “Yugoslav culture’ as an interpretative frame. In the
second part |1 am discussing the term ‘post-Yugoslav® literature
and culture, arguing that is it impossible to simply translate
whatever were the legacies of the common country into separate
interpretative frameworks of new national literatures and cultures
in the region. In that sense, | am arguing that the term
‘post-Yugoslav’ is needed in order to address a range of cultural
phenomena and cultural products that cannot be interpreted
without some kind of reference to the common past of the region.
My research is primarily focused on literary examples, but it can
be easily extended beyond these borders into the realm of film,
visual arts and popular culture.

Jasmina Luki¢, is an Associate Professor and Head Department
of Gender Studies at Central European University in Budapest.
She has been a co-founder and the editor in chief of the journal
for feminist theory Zenske studije (1996-1999) and an associate
editor of The European Journal of Women’s Studies. Her research
interests are primarily related with literary and cultural studies,
and with South-Slavic literatures. She has published a number of
articles and book chapters. Her publications include a collection
of critical studies The Other Face (1984), and a monograph
Metafiction: Reading the Genre (2001). She has edited Special
Issue on Women, Identity, and Identification: ““Who are I”” of
European Journal of Women’s Studies (2003) and Special Issue
Wrriting across Borders of European Journal of Women’s Studies
(with Paola Bono, 2009). Together with Joanna Regulska and
Darja Zavirsek she has edited a volume Women and Citizenship
in Central and Eastern Europe (2006).
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