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Osaka University Global COE Program
A Research Base for Conflict Studies in the Humanities
Gender and Conflicts PT

Talk by Dr Fouzia Saeed from Pakistan

TABOOS FOR WOMEN: The South Asian Phenomenon of Morality

Date: 20t October, 2010-10-20
Time: 18:00-19:30
Venue: East Wing Room 207, Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University

Dr Fouzia Saeed will talk about her book TABOO: The Hidden Culture of a Red light Area, and consequences of
dividing women into good and bad categories.

TABOO! is an intercultural journey into morality of women and men and the lives of those who resort to
prostitution and suffer the stigma as a result. It is also a reflection upon our society and its norms. TABOO, is an
ethnographical account of the lives of prostitutes in the city of Lahore. The subject is cloaked in myths about the
terrible influence ‘bad women’ can wield over innocent men. The book destroys these myths and, in the process,
unveils the society's biases and taboos that negatively affect the lives of all women. An astute reader will be able
to draw parallels with the lives of Geisha in the past and the continued disparities between the standards of
chastity required of men and women in the current times in many societies. Originally published by Oxford
University Press, it has now been translated into Japanese as[ % 7' —~ /% 2 % o OB FHEH CTHEE 5 &Pk
7= H~] and published by Commons.

About the speaker:

Dr. Fouzia Saeed is a social scientist and earned her Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota, USA. She is well
known in the activist circles of Pakistan's social movement and is currently heading a Human Rights
Organization called Mehergarh.

Contact Information: genderconflict@gmail.com
(A Research Base for Conflict Studies in the Humanities, Gender and Conflicts PT)




