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Integration and conflict in the Cameroon Grassfields
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May 12, 2011

Abstract:

This presentation investigates recent changes in political discourse and conflict resolution in northwest
Cameroon. It focuses on the coexistence of agricultural and pastoralist population groups, and discusses their various
strategies to ensure access to natural and state resources. Special attention will be paid to novel discourses influenced
by international development politics, such as entitlement on the basis of ethnic or indigenous identities.

The Cameroon Grassfields is an ethnically and culturally heterogeneous environment. The main population
groups considered in this study are Grassfields peoples (Bantu) and Mbororo (pastoral Fulbe). The latter only settled
in this region in the first half of the 20th century and count as latecomers. For many decades the Mbororo accepted
their political subordination to their farming neighbours. In the 1990s, however, this situation changed. Inspired by
international discourse on human and minority rights, they began to organize themselves politically and to claim equal
entitiement to natural and state resources, both as Cameroonian citizens and as an indigenous minority. The resulting
change in the local power balance has created new potential for conflict which will be the focus of this presentation.

Profile:

Michaela Pelican is a lecturer in Social Anthropology at the University of Zurich, Switzerland, and presently a
visiting fellow at the Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University. Her current research deals
with South-South mobility and migrant transnationalism. In her doctoral study she investigated interethnic relations
and identity politics in northwest Cameroon. She has published on Fulbe agro-pastoral economy, farmer-herder
relations, interethnic friendship, citizenship and minority rights, and transnational relations of Cameroonian migrants.
Her article “Complexities of indigeneity and autochthony: an African example” appeared in American Ethnologist 36(1).



