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Abstract:  

My presentation at the University of Osaka titled “Challenges of Protection of Civilians in Peacekeeping 
Operations’’ will attempt to examine the concept of Protection of civilians in the context of UN peacekeeping 
operations and use that as the basis for an in=depth assessment and evaluation of how the PoC mandate has 
been and is being implemented in the African Union – United Nations Operations in Darfur (UNAMID) – which is 
the first hybrid peacekeeping operation in the world. 

The presentation will trace the history of AU and UN engagements in Darfur and explore the genesis 
and justification, if any, for the establishment of the first global hybrid peacekeeping operation. I shall then focus 
in some detail on the global and generic challenges of a Poc mandate in general terms using examples from 
UNAMID, with comparisons, as appropriate from other full-fledged UN operations in Africa.  

The presentation will also focus on how the leadership of UNAMID has coped with the challenges and 
the current state of the PoC mandate in the mission.  I shall then conclude with suggestions for the future on 
how PoC mandates can be made more effective and useful in peace-keeping operations. 
 
Bionote:  

Ambassador Abiodun BASHUA is a veteran Nigerian diplomat with extensive experience in 
international politics, negotiations and diplomacy. He served meritoriously in the Nigerian Foreign Service for 
35 years in various locations including Iran, Cote d'Ivoire and Austria, and attained the highest ranks in the 
Service. He was appointed Ambassador-Plenipotentiary in 2006 and retired from the Foreign Service in July 
2009. 

 Since 1992, Amb. Bashua has served in various capacities in the UN system including serving as 
Deputy Secretary to the Board of Governors of the IAEA in Vienna for almost 10 years, as well as an 18-month 
stint as Secretary to the Conference of Parties of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
Secretariat in Bonn, Germany.  

 He is currently Director of Political Affairs Division in the African Union-UN Mission in Darfur, and 
serve concurrently as Acting Director of the UNAMID Office to the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 


