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Activities in 2007 and 2008 in brief (2)

= International

= YAMAMOTO Beverley Anne, 2008.10.07 Met
Anna Song, campaign coordinator for Friends of
the ‘Comfort Women’ in Australia (FCWA) at
University of Melbourne. Discussed the FCWA's
activities and recent developments within
Japan.
YAMAMOTO Beverley Anne, 2008,10,10 Met for
a second time with Professor Raewyn Connell,
University of Sydney to discuss the GCOE project
and the socialization of military masculinities.

Project-related publications

in 2008-2009
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Activities in 2007 and 2008 in brief (1)

Participation in international conference

= 5th July, 2008 10th INTERNATIONAL
INTERDISCIPLINARY CONGRESS OF WOMENS
(WOMEN'S WORLDS 2008) at Universidad Complutense,
Madrid, Spain.

YAMAMOTO Beverley Anne, Studying War Memorials
and Museums from Gender Perspective

MUTA Kazue, Gender and the De-politicization of
War Memories in Japan

HIMEOKA Toshiko, Comfort Women Resolutions and
the Reaction of Historical Revisionists

OKANO Yayo, Post-colonialism and Gender in
Japan

Activities in 2007 and 2008 in brief (3)

= Japan-based

= YAMAMOTO Beverley Anne, 2009.02.21
Remembering a Gendered Nation at War:
A Study of War Memorials and Museums
in Japan, China and Australia. at British
Association of Japanese Studies (BAJS)
Work-in-progress Seminar 1. at Waseda
University Tokyo.

Our focus ,
,A\” X

Contested

D
e
Politics of memory in TV
Asia Pacific region

Special focus

Yasukuni Shrine

‘Comfort women’
(Yushukan Musuem)




Questions

m [nvestigation AHIWIRIENN

y \ issues
< Staff and > involved with

Researchers memorialization?

views

How does gender give
meaning to the construction
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The representation of men

= While ‘our boys’ are represented as brave
and noble, in the Nanjing Museum and
AWM the male (Japanese) enemy was
depicted as brutal and inhumane.

= The damage caused by the militarization
of ‘our boys’ on the ‘enemy’ and still less
‘our country women’ is not touched upon.

Reversal of civil values

® During war time men have to be brutally

retrained and their normal values turned on their

head. The Japanese military in China
The three ALLs command
1) Kill All
2) Burn All
3) Loot All
Non-marital sex
with ‘comfort women’
for ‘relief’

Applying a concept of gender
Memortial staff and local researchers
understandings:
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Repre sentation of women nasculinity, war &

war memory?
Giving a voice to women
Placing value on the memories of wofnen

Psychological healing for women through
process of remembering

Costs of remembering for women

Brutalization of soldiers

m Testimony of Japanese soldiers shows dangerous

cycle: Smmh R s
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Disparagement

(érumlization of conscripts by) Patriarchal
\Jﬂpanese military officers values
A /’ & of the
Chinese peoplg

Force-fed chauvanistic nationalism

Rape and massacre of Chinese people
Establishment of comfort stations

Conclusion (1)

Work on women in history of immense
importance:

m Giving a voice back to women

m Passing along the message ‘women were
there too!” (from invisibility to visibility)

m Empowering women to tell their own
histories

m Challenging hegemonic paradigms, BUT
we have to go still further...




Conclusion (2)

= We must also pay attention to the
representation of men

= Without an understanding of the
reciprocal dynamics of gender
be able to see clearly the relationship
between gender and public memory
m The tendency to reduce ‘gender’ to

‘women’ reduces the power of the gender
perspective.

Conclusion (3)

We need to:

m to pay attention to and understand
embedded structures of violence

m study the socialization of violent
masculinities

m Understand the gender dynamics of
chauvinistic forms of nationalism



