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Abstract:

Diasporization of ethnic minorities, the issue of return migration and “homecomings’
have become significant types of migrancy in Eurasia. At the same time, scholars have moved
away from conceptualizing diasporic social relations and identities as bounded entities. Referring
to anthropological perspectives, | will talk about transformation of the nostalgic concept of
diasporic homecoming in the context of a new cosmopolitanism and a changing meaning of
diasporic homecoming. This means that a diasporic pattern of attachment to home cannot simply
be equated with anti-modern, de—globalized repatriation programmes and the desire ‘to return’
to the “ancestral land’.

My aim is to create a space to rethink diasporic movements and homecoming beyond
the ethnic lens, to locate a growing diversity of alternative identities in the twenty—first century
by emphasizing a global cosmopolitan dimension and in this way identifying an emerging diasporic
cosmopolitanism. To demonstrate this issue, | refer to classical diasporic group such as

Armenians and their recent activities in terms of ‘homecoming’ to the Republic of Armenia.



Today, among Western Armenians of the third generation, the idea and practice of reconnecting
a specific territory to the rest of the world by ‘developing the country’ seem to be stronger
than the ideal of permanent resettlement to the homeland.

Based on ethnohraphy of a particular NPO organization, | argue that US American
Armenians combine ‘homeland imaginaries’ and ‘ancestral tourism’ with an assertion that to

“reclaim” Armenian soil is to contribute to the environment of the entire planet and its inhabitants.

Bionote:

Tsypylma Darieva, Dr. is Associate Professor for Anthropology at Graduate School of Humanities
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anthropology of migration and transnationalism, diasporic cosmopolitanism, memory and urban
postsocialism in Europe and Central Eurasia (Germany, Armenia and Azerbaijan). She is the author
of Russkij Berlin. Migranten und Medien in Berlin und London, Muenster: LIT (2004),
Representations on the Margins of Europe. Politics and Identities in the Baltic and South Caucasian
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Ethnologie” in Ethnicity and Migration, edited by Brigitte Schmidt—Lauber, Berlin: Reimer, 2007.
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Laboratorium: Russian Review of Social Research, 2010.



