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Respect and power without resistance

Bumochir Dulam

Abstract:
In this paper | will analyse two related issues in the interpersonal relationships: respect and power. This is analysed
through my ethnography of the Deed Mongols in Kok Nuur, Qinghai Province of the Northwest China.

Here, | use the term respect to refer to an attitude which puts another person and their particular characteristics,
achievements, talents, etc. on an elevated level. Through an examination of these representations, | will focus on three
topics in the study of respect.

Firstly, 1 will analyse the extent of respect. | will question the extent to which people respect each other. | examine this
through two areas of social interaction: respect as common courtesy, where all are treated equally; and respect through
recognition of hierarchical status, where people are placed upon different levels of importance in regards to themselves
and others. Secondly, | consider the expression of respect. The expression of respect often follows social forms of conduct
or through repeatedly performing ritualized actions, which are more important than the expression of personal intention.
This | call performance-centred respect. However, there are a number of examples where people can express their
personal intentions of respect, which | call idea-centred respect. Thirdly, | focus on the notion of the “truth” of respect. |
classify this into sincere and insincere forms and examine each of these.

| argue that these different types of respect produce power to different extents, while in some circumstances of respect
might not produce power at all. The main argument focuses on creating power in the other by respecting them. This
power, unlike the power defined by many political scientists and Western anthropologists, is a power without resistance
and coercion; instead, it operates through respect.
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